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¢ PreShow 
Trailers from some of Erickson's favorite 
and guilty pleasure movies. 
¢ Jim Erickson - Visual History 
Recorded 2005, Erickson’s home 
Researched by: 
Ben Urish 
Produced by: 
Demolition Kitchen Video 
LTJ Productions 


¢“SimianScope: The Making of King Kung Fu’, Erickson interview excerpts 
Produced & Directed by 
Nathan Light 
"King Kung Fu’, excerpts from the 2020 4K widescreen remastered version 
based on an original 1976 print of the film. 
Written & Directed by 
Lance Hayes 
Produced by 
Bob Walterschied 
4K Remastering & restoration by 
Justin Cary 


* Video Tributes to Jim Erickson 
Featuring excerpts from the documentary: 
“New Cinema: The Reflections of Ol’ Flick and a Few Friends” 
Produced & Directed by 
Raymond J. Reiss 
Also featuring video tributes from: 
+ Ben Urish 
+ Bob Feleppa 
+ Chris Brooks 
+ Danny Wilson 
+ Darryl Carrington 
+ Fritz Robinson 
+ Jason Bailey 
+ Jeff Kilian 
+ Joel Sanderson 
+ Leif Jonker 
+ Ray Reis 
+ Suzanne Shields 
+ Toni Blair 
+ Vivien Minshull-Ford 
Produced & Edited by 
Leif Jonker 








(Originally published 2013, Basement Sublet os Horror magazine, issue #2) 


Jim Erickson certainly defines the phrase “local celebrity” for the mid-Kansas region. Though 
for 15 years he has been retired from his profession and from most of the activities that made him a celebrity, he 
remains a beloved and recognized figure in the state. 


Erickson never sought his regional fame, but found it naturally through his interests and civic-minded activities. 
He came to Wichita in 1964, to begin work as an associate professor of English at Wichita State University; his 
specialty: 18th century English literature. What cinched his hiring was his interest in cinema. English 
Department Chairperson Walter Merrill had connections to The Wichita Film Society and was planning on devel- 
oping a Film Studies program at WSU. Erickson fit into his plans nicely, developing a course on “Narrative in litera- 
ture and Film’, a popular class that Erickson taught for more than 30 years. The course compared novels and 
short stories with their cinematic counterparts. 


In order to schmooze with the arts and theater - and therefore film - crowd, Merrill encouraged Erickson to 
audition for local plays and theatrical spectaculars. Erickson did, and was soon a recurring staple at such annual 
events as Commedia and Gridiron. Commedia was an evening of sketch comedy parodying and satirizing the 
last year’s local events and put on by the region’s top theatrical talents. Gridiron was similar, but was mounted 
and peopled by the area’s TV, radio, and newspaper professionals and dealt more with their concerns. In addition 
to performing, Erickson contributed to the 
writing of the skits. His litany of local ills in the 
form of Richard III's “Now is the Winter of Our 
Discontent” - which he wrote in Shakespeare's 
style - was a particular success. 

He also could be seen in supporting roles in 
numerous other productions throughout the 
years. 


Erickson’s talent for playing comically amiable 
eccentrics did not go unnoticed and he began 
receiving offers to appear in commercials for 
regional companies, though he never tried to 
make that a serious part of his career. A long- 
running series of television commercials for 
Sta-Krisp potato chips made him a recognizable 
figure beyond the confines of the campus and 
local theater. 





His character in these ads was named Leonard Kratzlowe, 
a pitiable goof whose one joy in life was the consumption 
of the aforementioned 

snack item. 


The ads might have run their course sooner except that 
Sta-Krisp entered an agreement with Joyland, a local 
theme park. Bags of chips included small blue circular 
plastic coins named “Blue chip fun chips” good for free 
rides (or reduced prices) at the theme park. Kratzlowe - 
and therefore Erickson - picked up a legion of childhood 
fans that would not forget him as the years went by. Such 
was Kratzlowe's impact that a pseudo fan club was 
marketed, and Leonard Kratzlowe T-shirts were sold 
featuring the slogan “Eat My Chips.” 


But all good things come to an end and so it was with 
Leonard Kratzlowe when the chip company was bought 
out and ceased production. But Erickson was a proven 
marketing success and while continuing his theater and 
scholarly work he began another series of successful tele- 
vision commercials for a surplus goods store called The 
Yard. Clearly a variation on the Kratzlowe persona (“Less 
pathetic” according to Erickson), the unnamed character 
gleefully detailed the wide variety of disparate items he 
had found at the store for purchase. The scripts were 
patterned in a rhythm that was part Clement Clarke 
Moore and part Dr.Seuss, adding a further dose of 
unreality to the proceedings. After a few commercials, 
viewers had to wonder just what this guy was doing with 
all those odd things he kept buying. 


A local television station, KAKE-TV, had led the way with 
regional on-air talent. Erickson’s involvement with film 
studies and the Wichita Film Society (then housed at the 
University), coupled with his by then irrefutable celebrity 
status led the station's president Martin Umansky to offer 
him a job introducing old movies for a late-night 
program called Night Watch. Erickson created “Ol Flick” 
an excitable film fan that would eagerly spout factoids 
and trivia about the film at various points in the 
broadcast. The series proved very popular and had a long 
run, and as the show continued, Ol’ Flick mellowed a bit. 


Film critics Gene Siskel and Roger Ebert broke on the 
national scene with a show that featured them debating 
the merits of new films and the WSU campus television 
station decided to use Erickson to anchor a similar 
program. Another with ties to the Wichita Film Society, 7 
Vivien Minschull-Ford, became his co-anchor and the At more or less the same time that cable TV 
show was titled The Screening Room. changed the viewing habits of the public and 
the advertising methods 

of local businesses, Erickson began to lose 
interest in performing on the stage and 
hustling for commercial work was something 
he had never really done. The local PBS 
station had bought a package of 
less-than-classic films and called upon 
Erickson to add some much needed zip to 
the broadcasts. Erickson took the mellower 
version of his Ol’ Flick character, but 








tempered him with his own real 
persona as evidenced from his appear- 
ances on The Screening Room. The 
character, never actually named in 
the PBS series, was now calmer, 
avuncular, and more scholarly, 
sipping coffee and wearing a tattered 
sweater while introducing the “B” 
movies. To the public at least, this was 
assumed to be the real Jim Erickson. 
The series continued with further film 
packages. 


Erickson’s provincial notoriety landed 
him a pivotal role in a couple of 
notable film appearances. One is the 
“legendary” Kirby's Party Reel made 
by another local celebrity, Randall 
Parker. Parker was a commercial filmmaker who was most known for his independent feature The Shortest 
Straw and for making the first Pizza Hut commercials. He shot footage of partiers at a local offbeat/counter-cul- 
ture/hipster bar and added to it year after year, including filming patrons reactions to other versions of the 
film. Erickson is also in King Kung Fu (1976) playing a key role early in the quirky production; and he also 
appears in The Parade (1984), a made for TV drama. Erickson’s part of the light comic relief that an all-too-brief 
glimpse of the type of performances he was noted for on stage. 





But Erickson’s celebrity was not all due to his acting and media scholarship. Living close to campus, he became 
known for hosting “open parties,’ meaning that if you knew about it, you were invited, and for three and a half 
decades, people came in droves. Scheduled three or four times a year at key holidays, the parties were even 
covered in the local news media. 


Party attendees spread stories of Erickson’s unique home decoration. Posters and movie stills covered almost 
every inch of the walls and ceilings of nearly every room. Media memorabilia were stacked and packed from 

floor to ceiling. Erickson had an addition built to help house his growing collection - and it filled up and soon 
matched the rest of his home's décor. 


He also has been noted for his community volunteer work. Among his many civic actions, Erickson has worked 
the election polling venues for several years. He has chaired the Friends of the Wichita Public Library 
committee and has been an active member. He has given numerous lectures and presentations on many 
topics in film and literature and has volunteered for the City Parks organization. He has also delivered flyers 
and newsletters for neighborhood improvement groups. 


In addition to his work for the Wichita Film Society, Erickson has taken part in numerous screenings and film 
discussion groups and supported regional filmmakers and scholars. Furthermore, he helped organize a social 
volleyball team and was part of the local Turn-up Club - anyone who decided to “turn up" was an automatic 
member and a variety of topic and 
events were discussed and engaged 
In. 


From the mid-1970s on, Erickson 
was also on radio, most notably 
doing two-minute reviews of recent 
films for 


KMUW, the campus FM station. He 
continues that to this day and it, 
along with a monthly film column 
for the publication The East Wichita 
News. He helped at the voting polls 
and volunteers for the library 
Friends, and is still giving special 
lectures to local groups and support- 
ing film clubs. 





In 2013, he jokingly said he was 
“starting his comeback” by 
hosting two episodes of a public 
access program, syndicated out 
of Lawrence, Kansas. “This is 
what is left of Ol’ Flick” he mourn- 
fully said to introduce himself. 


Always eccentric, retired Wichita 
State University associate 
professor of English, Jim 
Erickson, had mixed up a potent 
brew of credits as a teacher and 
all-round Wichita community 
and media personality. In 2015, 
Jim received the Distinguished 
Service Award for his many 
decades of service in all its 
various forms and guises. 


Memorial donations may be 
made to the Jim Erickson 
Memorial in care of the WSU. 


Foundation to benefit the English Department: https://foundation.wichita.edu/memorials-honors/ 


People often complain about how dull 
Kansas is, and how “lame” Wichita can be. 
Jim Erickson has certainly done more than 
his share to make those statements untrue 


and he’s been at it for 50 years. Well, they 
say if you can’t be smart, be lucky. 


Lucky, lucky, lucky Wichita. 





Memorial Event Producers: 
+ LTJ Productions 
+ Leif Jonker 
+The Starlite Drive-In 
+ Blake Smith 
+ Joel Sanderson 
Historical Footage: 
+The Collection of James P. Erickson 
+The Collection of Lance Hayes 
+ Walterschied Productions 
+ KAKE-TV, Wichita, Kansas 
+ KARD-TV, Wichita, Kansas 
+ KAKE-TV Interview by Rose Stanley 
+ Randall Parker = oa i 
+ Gary Williams Erickson, shital@entenforthe Arts, 2002 
+ KMUW Public Radio, Wichita % = 
+ Demolition Kitchen Video 
+The Internet Archive: Korean War - Dec. 25th 


+ KMUW Erickson Photo by Jordan Kirtley/KMUW j 3 
+ KMUW, Wichita - Erickson Review excerpt, 2014 * ay | ma TV-10 
N a Watches 


+ Leonard Kratzlowe commercial, 
Larry Hatteberg, KAKE-TV 

Program Design 

+ Cover - Leif Jonker 

+ Layouts - Demolition Kitchen Media 
Memorial Event Sponsors: 

+ LTJ Productions 

+The Starlite Drive-In 

+ Demolition Kitchen Media 

+ Gamenut, Lawrence, KS 
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